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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 





SUMMARY FOR CABINET 


Subject:- Deputation to Japan* Indc»China (Saigon), Malaya 
(Singapore) and Thailand (Bangkok) of a Committee 
of three persons to make investigation into the 
circumstances leading to the death of Shri Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 


The report that Shri Subhash Chandra B*se died as a 
result of an air crash near Taihoku (Formosa) on the 18th August 

• j 

1945 was not believed to be absolutely true by a section of the 
public. Shri S.A. Aiyer, formerly a Minister in the Azad Hind 
Government, visited Japan ■ome time in May 1951 and verified the 

story of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose’* death. He submitted a 

< * 

detailed report of his enquiry to the Prime Minister with 

• * * 

% 

photographs and some documents signed by some Japanese pefple. 

V 

In reply to a question in Parliament a resume of this 
report was plaoed on the Table sf the House on the 5th-Marcls-l952«- - 
Government believe that this report of Shri S.A, Aiyer is a fairly 
convincing account and proof of Shri Bose's death. 

However, a certain section of the people as well as a 
few Members of Parliament continue to express doubt about the truth 
of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose '3 death as well as of the genuineness 
of the ashes lying in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo, Questions on 

this subject continue to be asked in both Houses of the Parliament. 

I 

Government therefore, propose to appoint ft Committee of three persons 
who will visit Tokyo and other places relevant to the investigation 
and institute an enquiry into the circumstances of the death. The 
Committee will consist of Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Railways, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
late Subhash Chandra Bose's brother, (subject to his acceptance) 
and a senior official of the West Bengal Government, The Committee 
will visit Tokyo, Singapore, Saigon and Bangkok. It is estimated 


9 


P.T.O 


that the Committee will require about 5 weeks to complete the 


enquiry. The expenditure is expected to be about Rs. 18,000/-. 

‘ t „ 

The Minister for External Affairs has approved the proposal. 
The Ministry of Finance has also concurred* Approval of the 
Cabinet is now solicited. 



(t*n. kaul) 

..JOINT SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

. 1 » 

Cabinet Secretariat (with 35 spare cop ie s ) 1 

Min. of E.A. U.O. No.ii*6108-FEA/55 Dated 7 January, 1956. 


.SCM/0701 . 


« • 



Gcver 

Ministry of 


Nc .D. 154-FEA/56 H - 

nment cf India, / 


External Affairs. 
t Summary of the Cabinet. 


Deputation to Japan, Indo-China (Saigon) , Malaya 
(Singapore) and Thailand (Bangkok) cf a Committee 
of three persons to make investigation into the 
circumstances leading to the death of Snri Subhash 
Chandra Bcse. 




The repeat that Shri Subhash Chandra Bcse died as a 
result of an air crash- near Taihoku(Formosa) on the 18th August 
1945 was not believed to be absolutely true by a section of the 
public. Shri S.A.Aiyer, formerly a Minister in the Azad Hind 
Government, visited Japan some time in May 1951 and verified the 
story of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose’s death. He submitted a detail* 

i 

report of his enquiry to the Prime Minister with photographs and 
some documents signed by some Japanese people. 

In reply to a question in Parliament a resume cf this 
report was placed on the Table of the House on the 5th March 1952. 
Government believe that this report of Shri S.A.Aiyer is a fairly 
convincing account and proof of Shri Bose's death. 

However, a certain section of the people as well as a 
few Members of Parliament continue to express doubt about the trut 
of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose’s death as well as of the genuineness 
of the ashes lying in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo. Questions on 
this subject continue to be asked in both Houses of the Parliament 
Government , therefore , propose to appoint a Committee of three 
persons whc will visit Tokyo and other palces relevant to the 
investigation and institute an enquiry into the circumstances of 
the/^eath. The Committee will consist of shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Railways, Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose, brother of the late Shri Subhash Chandra Bose, and 
Shri R.K.r itra. Home Secretary, West Bengal Government, shri 
Suresh Chandra Bose ha3 agreed to serve on the Committee and the 
Chief Minister cf West Bengal has agreed to lend the services of 



fl 18. 1. 56. 
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3hri R.K.Mitra. It is estimated that the Committee will 
require about 5 weeks to complete the enquiry. The 
expenditure is expected to be about Rs.18,000/-. 

The Minister for External Affairs has 
approved the propcs^l. The Ministries of Finance and Home 
Affairs have also concurred. Approval of the Cabinet is 
now solicited. 


( T.N.Kaul) 

Joint Secretary to the Government 
of thdia. 
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CABINET SECRETARIAT 


SUBJECT;- Deputation to Japan, Indo-China(Saigon) , 
Malaya (Singapore) and Thailand (Bangkok) 
of a Committee of three persons to make 
investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Shri Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 
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^ lev- 

He < 'b i<±(> t 
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The Prime Minister may be pleased to direct 
circulation of the External Affairs Ministry's summary, 
placed below, to Members of the Cabinet for an expression 


of opinion. 


/ 






pQ 



P I MB MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 


I agree to this • But I am not at all sure that 
Shri Suresh Chandra Bose has agreed to serve on the 
Committee. Dr. B.C. Roy casually mentioned to me the 
other day that he had not been able to meet him. You 
might make sure of this. This paper however can be 
circulated to the Cabinet. 




Cabinet Secretary. 

No. 128-RMH/ 56 . 


(J . Nehru) 
17 - 1-1956 


?(■ 

,s) ’ 


The paper may be circulated as directed by P.M. 

In the meantime, E.A. Ministry (Shri T.N. Kaul) may be 
requested to confirm that Shri Suresh Chandra Bose has 
agreed to serve on the Committee, in view of P.M's 
information that Dr. B.C. Roy had not been able to meet 
him. 
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18 . 1 . 56 . 
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CABINET SECRETARIAT. 


P.M. had recently expressed some doubt as to whether 
Shri Suresh Chandra Bose had agreed to serve on the 
Committee Appointed to make investigation into the 
circumstances leading to the death of his brother, Shri 
Subhas Chandra Bose, P.M. will be interested to know that 
Shri Suresh Chandra Bose has conveyed in writing to Shri 
Shah Nawaz, who is going to be the Chairman of the 
Committee, his consent to serve on the Committee. Copy 
of Shri Suresh Chandra Bose's letter is placed below. 


v 


ExJx 


M ■ 

( Y.N. Sukthankar). 
20 . 1 . 56 . 


Cab. Sec tt.U.O. 

No.CSR//7/56. 

dt.ni.56. 





& ^eyCvXx ^ — 

Ine time limit accorded to Members of the Cabinet 
for recording their comments on this case ha s expired. 
hs no commetns have been reeeived, the Prime Minister's 
final approval may be communicated to all concerned a s in 
the draft memo, put up for approval . 

A memo, to the Ministry of E.A. is also put up 
J-Or signature, if approved. 
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Nil V-T^ 
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CABINET SECTION 


U.S.(C) may please see the Ministry of External 
Affairs' memorandum placed Belov; with which a draft summary 
has been enclosed for approval of the Cabinet. 

2. It is not qJLte clear ei ther from the covering memorandui 

or from the summary for the Cabinet what exactly is the purpose 
of ti:e present paper for the Cabinet. The Cabinet has approved 
the deputation to Japan, Indo-China etc. of a Committee of 
three persons to make investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Shri Subhas Chandra Boae. If any 
changes are anticipated or proposed to be made in the 
composition of the delegation, its itinerary or the expenditure 
involved^ if» the matter has to be brought to the notice of the 
Cabinet in a form depending on the nature of the changes 
anticipated or proposed to be made. 

3. Under the existing instructions approval of the Cabinet 
is not necessary for setting up a local Committee or to expenses 
incurred on its functioning in the country itself. This is a 
matter which is essentially for the administrative ministry 

to settle in consultation with their accredited finance. 

4. If approved, this may be explained to the Ministry 
of External Affairs and their note returned to them for 
resubmission if necessary. 
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No. F, 30(26)-FE4/55, 
Government of India* 


I MM EDI ATE. 


Ministry of External Affairs 


New Delhi, the 



April, 1956, 


v 




M EMORANDUM . 

Subject:- Deputation of Sarvashree Shah Nawaz Khan, 


Suresh Chandra Bose and R,K. Mitra to Japan, 
Indo-China (Saigon), Malaya and Thailand to 
make investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bose. 

• . . 0O0 ... 

The undersigned is directed to invite a 


reference to the Cabinet Secretariat Meno, No.lO/CF/56, 
dated the 27th January 1956 conveying Cabinet 1 s approval 
to the appointment of a three men Committee to investi- 
gate into the ci rcumstanc es leading to the death of 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose and to an expenditure of 
Rs: 18,000/- therefor. Since then some changes have 
taken place and the expenditure estimated intially 
is now expected to increase by Rs! 9,500/- as detailed 


4 


in the note placeibelow. Ministry of Finance have 
accorded their ooncurrance to the estimated increase 
In expenditure of Rs: 9,500/-. 


The Committee has already started its work 


with effect from 29-3-56 and some of the witnesses have 

already arrived to give evidence. The members of the 

committee and the witnesses are pressing for money to 

meet their expenses here. In view of this difficulty and 

as it will take some time before the Cabinet's approval 

is obtained for these changes and increased expenditure, 
'this Ministry are issuing 

/sanction regarding the terms of D.A. and T.A, In 
anticipation of the Cabinets' ex-post- facto approval. 


v 




Contd 


2 


^I'V ^ 

•I 2 I. 

Be<,UlSlte number (35 > of copies of the summary 
Cabinet are forwarded herewith for 
i necessary action. 



*Jaswant* 7 / 4 * 




4 



Government' of India 
Ministry of External Affairs. 

Draft -Summary to the Cabinet . 


Subject:- Deputation to Japan, Indo-China (Saigon). 

Malaya (Singapore) and Thailand (Bangkok) 
of a Committee of three persons to make 
investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Shri Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 


Approval of the Cabinet to the note placed 
below was conveyed in the Cabinet Secretariat Memorandum 
No. 10/CF/56 dated 27,1.1956 in connection with the 
appointment of the Committee to investigate into the 
circumstances leading to the death of Shri Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

2. Since. then the following changes have taken 

i •* ••• 

place: 

(a) The services of Shri R.K.Mitra, Home 
Secretary, West Bengal Government could not be made 
available for working on the Committee. In his place, 
the services of Shri S.N.Maitra, I.C.S., Chief 
Commissioner, Andamans have been received. 

(b) It has been felt necessary that the 
Chairman of the Committee should be provided with a 
Personal Assistant. He will function as the Personal 
Assistant, Stenographer and Keeper of the Committee's 
records and papers. 

(c) While working as Chairman of the Railway 
Accidents Enquiry Committee, Shri Shah Nawaz Khan was 
sanctioned a daily allowance of Rs . 20/- per day while he 
was in Delhi during the Parliament Session and Rs . 20/- 
per day extra if he went out of Delhi on tour during the 
Parliament Session for the work of the Railway Accidents 
Enquiry Committee. As he will now be working as Chairman 
of the Investigation Committee during the Parliament 
Session, it is proposed that Shri Shah Nawaz Khan may 

be given the same daily allowance as stated above, namely, 

Contd/. . . . 


« 




- 2 * I k 

20/- per during the Parliament Session when he is in 
Delhi and a sum of Fis. 20/- per day extra if he goes out of 
Delhi on tour in India during the Parliament Session. 

(d) The Committee will have to examine a number of 
witnesses from India and Pakistan in connection with their 
investigation. Such witnesses should be given travelling 
allowances. An amount of Rs . 3,000/- has been estimated for 
the pur-pose. 

> 

(e) It has also been found necesewrj* in consideration 
of the present financial position of Shri Suresh Chandra B»se, 
the Non-official member of the Committee, that he should be 

given a compensator y allowance of Rs . 30/- per diem f§r the period hi 
is a member of the Committee for meeting his commitments iiv 
India while he serves on this C«ninj ttoo*r in- addit i ou ^» is D^A. 
and t.A, admissible t© Class I Officers. 

3. The additional expenditure on these accounts is esti- 
mated to be as follows: 

(i) D.A. to Shri Shah Nawaz Khan 

@ Rs.20/- per day for five weeks. . .Rs . 703/- 

(ii) Cost of Travelling allowances 

for witnesses ..Rs .3,00#/- 

(iii) Compensatory allowance to Shri 

Suresh Chandra Bose Rs. 1,050/- 

at R.s.30/- per day(for five weeks) 

(iv) Air passage for the P.A. 

(Tourist Class) .Rs .3,000/- 

r 

(v) D.A. to the P. A. (Ad-hoc ) Rs. 1,500/- 

Rs .3,250/- 
Say Rs. 9,500/- 

4. The Cabinet has already accorded their approval to 
the expenditure of Rs. 18,000/*. Their approval is now required 
for an additional estimated expenditure of Rs. 9,500/-. The 
total expenditure in that case will come to Rs. 27,500/-. 

5. The Minister for External Affairs has approved the 
proposal. The Ministry of Finance have also concurred. Approval 
of the Cabinet is now solicited. 

JS:7/4 JOINT SECRET ARY(E) 



Government of India* 

Ministry of External Affairs. 

Diaft Summary of the Cabinet. 

Subject; Deputation to Japan, Indo-Cnina(Saigon) , 
Malaya (Singapore and Thailand (Bangkok) 
of a Committee of three persons to 
make investigation into t ne circumstances 
leading to the death of Sari Sat hash 
Chandra Cose. 

The report that Shri Subhash Chandra 
t>ose -died as a result of an mr crash near 
Taihoku (Formosa) on the 18th August, 1945 was 
not believed to be absolutely true by a section 
of the public. Shri S.A.Aiyer, formerly a Minister 
in the Azad hind Government, visited Japan some 

time in May 1951 and verified the story of 

* • 

Shri Subhash Chandra bose' s deatn. He submitted 
a detailed report of his enquiry to the krime Minister 
with photographs and some documents signed by some 
Japanese people. 

In reply to a question in Parliament 
a resume of this report was placed* on the Table 
of the House on ^X.he 5th March 1952. Government 
■believe that this report of Shri S.A.Alycr is 
a fairly convincing acoount and proof of $hri Bose* I 
death. 

However, a certain section of the people 
os well as a few Member.s of kor ltewen* 
express doubt about the truth of Shri Subhagb 
Chandra Lose* s aeath r s well as of the genuineness 
of the ashes lying in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo. 
Questions on t.Ms subject continue to be asked in 
both Houses of the rarliament. Government, 
therefore, propose to appoint a Committee of three 

persons who will visit Tokyo and _other places 

e.T.G. 



rclevcnt to the investigation and institute an 

a iloy 

enquiry into the circumstances of tho/dorth. 


The 

> ' 


Committee will oonsist. of Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
r.ar 1 iamentar y Secretary to the Minister of Lailways, 
Shri Suresh Chandra Lose, brother of the late 
Shri Subhash Chandra Bose, and Shri h.K* Mitra, 
home Secretary, ies t Bengal Government. Shri Suresh 
Cnandra Bose has. agreed to serve on the Committee 
and the Chief Minister of l.est Bengal has agreed 
to lend the services of Shri R.K. Mitra. It is 
estimated that t ne Committee will require about 5 
weeks to complete the enquiry. The expenditure is 
expected to be about Ls. 18.000/-. 

The Minister for External affairs has 
approved the proposal. The Ministries of Finance 
and florae affairs have also concurred. Approval 
of the Cabinet is now solicited. 


\wW-5* 

(1*. iL-touI) 





v * • ‘M »CI HA/ 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India 



Sncl: nil, 
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[Jolly. 16.1/ 
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CABINET SECiiETASIAI 


Subject:- Changes in the composition of a 

Committee going to Japan, Indo-China, 
Thailand to investigate into the 
circumstances leading to the alleged 
death of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. 


The Prime Minister may be pleased to accord 
his approval to the proposal contained in the Ministry 
of External Affairs* summary placed below. 

Thereafter, it will be circulated to the Members of 
the Cabinet for information. 





(P.A. Gopalkrishnan) 
2% 4. 1956 


S ecretary 
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CABINET SECliSTAaiAT 


Subject:- Deputation to Japan, Indo-China, Thailand 
of a Committee to make investigation into 
the alleged death of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose 


The Prime Minister may be pleased to direct circulation 
of the External Affairs Ministry's note, placed below, to 
Members of the Cabinet for an expression of opinion. 


V 


Secretary 


l 



X^\ 

( P.A. Gopalkrishnan) 


<2° 



■ (Vtn 


' JL e c tt • Cl • O . 

Nt>' <5U*3 l/cS/sX t 






vA> 


From nreoago . 


„ v 


The time limit accorded to members of the Cabinet 

for recording their comments on this case has expired. 

• * 

As no comments have been received, the Prime Minister's 
final approval may be communicated to all concerned as 
in the dsaft put up for approval. 

A memo ? to the Ministry of External Affairs is also 
put up for signature, if approved. 





/£«'«-*** rJo I 'l. ) j 9 


PRIME MINISTER'S SECRETARIAT 


I understand that External Affairs Ministry 
have sent you the printed report of the Netaji 
Enquiry Committee. Also, a summary for the Cabinet 
I should like you to include this in the agenda 
for the Cabinet meeting on Sunday next, 9th 
September . 

2. That meeting has been especially convened 

to consider the question ofrise in prices and I 
do not wish other matters to be included in the 
agenda. But, this report will not take up much 
of the time of the Cabinet and I have to take 
their directions about placing it before Parliament 






h ^ 


\ 

(J. Nehru) 
7. 9.1956 


7 ^ 




Iti \\ . 22 ^ 

S.No 


15 " (SfthA ) ‘ .^ ^~3o 

Ccrr 4 


The Private Secretary to the Finance Minister has 
written to say that the Finance Minister desires that the 
minutes of the Cabinet meeting recorded in Case No. 239/52/56 - 
Recent trends in prices - should be slightly amended. The 
amendment suggested is indicated at * A ' on page 3 of the 
copy of the minutes placed below. 


S d/- A. S. Gill 
12.9.56. 

Sd/- P. A. Gopalkrishnan. 
12.9.1956. 

CABINET SECRETARIAT 

The portion in para 3 of the Minutes, which Finance 
Minister, wants to see amended, was dictated to me by Prime 
Minister. X, however, see no objection to accepting the 
amendment suggested by the Finance Minister. In co-ordInatir« 
the data and reporting the same to Government, it should be 
open to the Central Statistical Organisation to give its 
views if necessary. Also all this material would be available 
to Professor Mahalanobis, who, in his capacity of Honorary 
Statistical Adviser to the Cabinet, would furnish the Govern* 
ment with his views and interpretation of the statistical data. 
I would, therefore, recommend that the amendment suggested by 
the Finance Minister may be accepted. 

Sd/- Y. N. Sukthankar 
13.9.56. 




Secretary. 



I am unable to understand any great difference between 
the proposed change and the original draft. In any statistical 
organisation, it collates and coordinates data, interprets that 


data 


2 


♦SHAHMA* 

20.9.56 
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data and does not merely supply a set of figures. It is 
not a question of views (perhaps the word ’views' was 
wrongly used), but of a coordinated picture to which 
attention is drawn. 

I think that you might change "submit its views” 
to "submit reports on them". I take it this will meet 
the Finance Minister's point. 

* J . / 

Sd/- J. Nehru 
13.9. 56 • 

Cabinet Secretary 

Wo. 2174-PMH/56. 

/ 

Please let me see the let ter from P.S. to F.M. 


Sd/- Y. N. Sukthankar 
14.9.56 

J/S. 

7 

Sd/- P.A. Gopalkrishnan. 

14.9.56. 

/ 

F.A(C) 

The letter referred to is placed below. 


Sd/- A.S. Gill 

14.9.56. 


Sd/- P.A. Gopalkrishnan 

14.9.56. 

Sec/etary . 

”7 — : 

Seen. The proposed change should be acceptable to 
F.M. Will J.S. kindly advise P.S. to F.M. of what we 
propose to do to finalise the minutes? 


Sd/- Y.N. Sukthankar 

16.9.56. 

J.S. 




J.S. handed this over to me. I have checked up 
with the Private Secretary to the Finance Minister. The 
amendment suggested by the Prime Minister is acceptable to 
to the Finance Minister. The minutes may now be finalised. 
I have kept J.S. informed. 


Sd/- A.S. Gill 
17-9-56. 


Cabinet Branch. 


Draft memo, finalising the minutes of the Cabinet 
meeting held on the 9th September, 1956, is placed below 
for approval. 

Intd . 

ETrTg. 

S.R. 

1 V - 9 - 5 6 

U.S.(C) Sd/- A.S. Gill 

17-9-56. 


Cabinet Branch 


H, ( tfuc ; pp 2- 
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CORRESPONDENCE 



\A|0«U1U/ 

Under 8eoretary to the Cabinet 


To 


The Ministry of External Affairs 
(Shrl T.N.Kaul) 


1c it'll fit* [ - 

Dy.No.68/CS/56 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 


New Delhi, the 10th January, 1956. 

• • • 


Subject* -Deputation to Japan, Indo-China(Saigon) , 

Malaya (Singapore) and Thailand (Bangkok) 
of a Committee of three persons to make 
Investigations Into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Shrl Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

The undersigned Is directed to refer to 
the Ministry of External Affairs’ summary for the 
Cabinet on the suoject noted above and to say that 
a clearance from Ministry of Home Affairs would 
be necessary in terms of sub-para (7) of para 2 
of this Secretariat Me mo.No.145/CF/52, dated 
the 22nd Ma£, 1953, for the inclusion of Shrl Suresh 
Chander Bose who Is a non-official in the delegation. 
Ministry of External Affairs is accordingly requested 
to obtain the concurrence of the Ministry of Home 
Affairs and incorporate the fact in the summary. The 
Ministry of External Affairs is also requested to 
mention it in the summary whether Shrl Suresh Chander 
Bose has agreed to Join the Committee. It is not 
sufficient for the purposes of a summary for the 
Cabinet that Shrl Bose would be Included in the 
Committee subject to his acceptance. 

Thirty four copies of their summary are accordingly 
returned herewith for resubmisslon on the lines indi- 
cated above. 

f,s+ 

i ° * 

(A.S.Qill) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


To 

The Ministry of External Affairs 
(Shri T.N.Kaul) 


SECRET 


No. 10/CF/56. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 


New Delhi, the 19th January, 1956. 


Under sub-rule 1(a) of Rule III of the Rules of Procedure 
the undersigned is directed to circulate to Members of the 
Cabinet, for an expression of opinion, the attached summary from 
the Ministry of External Affairs regarding the deputation of 
Sorvashri Shah Nawaz Khan, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Railways, Suresh Chandra Bose, and R.K. Mitra, Home Secretary, 
West Bengal Government, to Japan, Indo-China (Saigon), Malaya and 
Thailand to make investigation into the circumstances leading to 
the death of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. 

If no comments are received by 10 A.M. on Friday, the 
2 7th January, 1956, it will be assumed that Members of the Cabin''- 4- 
approve the proposal contained in the summary. 



(A.S. Gill) 

for Secretary to the Cabinet 


To 


All Members of the Cabinet. 

Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Deputy Chairman, Planning ' Commission, for information. 

Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Secretary to the President/the Private Secretary to the 
Vice-President/the Special Assistant to the Prime Minister/ 
the Principal Private Secretary to the Prime Minister, for 
information. 



(A.S. Gill) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet 


Government of India, 
Ministry of External /ffairs. 


iKKunrot Ho, 

Qjy. 4 2 ill 

Qgyy 


Summary •fo^the Cabinet, 


Subject: Deputation to Japan, Ind o-Cb i na ( Sa igon ) , 

Malaya (Sinyapore and Thailand (Bangkok) 
of a Committee of three persons to 
make investigation into tne circumstances 
leading to the death of Sari Suthash 
Chandra Cose. 


The report that Shri Subhrsh Chandra 
tiose died as a result of an air crash near 

4 

Taihoku (Formosa) on tne 18th august, 1945 was 
not believed to be absolutely true by a section 
of tile public, Shri S.A.Aiyer, formerly a Minister 
in the Azad hind Government, visited Japan some 
time in May 1951 and verified the story of 
Shri Subhash Chandra Bose's death. He submitted 
a detailed report of his enquiry to the trime Minister 
witn photographs and some uocuments signed by some 
Japanese people. 

In reply to a questict in Parliament 
a resume of this report was placed on tile Table 

i 

/ 

of the House on /the 5th March 1952. Government 

/ 

/ 

believe that this report of Shri S.A.iliyer is 
a fairly convincing account and proof of Shri Bose's 
death. 

However, a certain section of the people 
as well as a few Members of Parliament continue to 
express doubt about the truth of Shri Subhash 
Chandra Bose' s oeath as well as of the genuineness 
of the ashes lying in the Henkoji temple in Tokyo. 
Questions on tiiis subject continue to be asked in 
both Houses of tne rarliament. Government, 
therefore, propose to appoint a Committee of three 

persons wno will visit Tokyo and other places 

P.T.C . 


relevant to t he investigation aijd institute an 

, a 1,1 eyed C 

enquiry into the circumstances of t neZd ec t h . The 
Committee will consist of Shri Shan Nawaz Khan, 
for 1 iomen tor y Secretory tt the Minas tor of ..ailways, 
Shri Suresh Chandra Lose, brother of the l'.te 
Shri Subhcsh Chandra nose, and* Snri H.'K. Mitra, 
heme Secretary, .est bonyal Government. Shri Suresh 
Cnandra oose has agreed to serve on tne Committee 
and tne Chief Minister of Lest Bengal has agreed 
to lend the services of Shri R,K, Mitra, It is 
estimated that tne Committee will require about 5 
weeks to complete the enquiry. The expenditure is 
expected to be about us . 18 ,000/- , 

The Minister for external affairs has 
approved the proposal. The Ministries of Finance 
and aome - f f a i V s have also concurred. Approval 
of the Cabinet is now solicited. 



Kaul) 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India. 

\ 


Enel: nil,. 

JollT.16.1/ / 


IMMEDIATE 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
NEW DELHI, 

cl ^" 19th January, 1956. 


Dear Mr. Ram, 

With reference to our note for the Cabinet on the 
Netaji Subash Chander Bose Enquiry Committee, you seem 
to have some doubt whether Mr. Suresh Chander Bose has 
conveyed his consent to serve on the Committee. I am 

V 

sending you copy of a letter from Mr. Suresh Chander Bose 
to Major-General Shah Nawaz, who is going to be the 
Chairman of the Committee. , 


Yours sincerely, 

(A. J. Kidwai) 


Shri K. Ram, 

Joint Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat, 
New Delhi. 


D „. . iorwaraed to the Secretary to the President/the 

t^ 1 thp e p^ C f e M^ 1 ’^ !° vice - Preside nt/the Special Assistant 
to the Prune Minister/the Principal Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, for information. y 


( A.S. Gill ) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 

*ARQRA* 

35 copies. 


Copy . 

"Kamini Kuthir "Bhubaneswar 
(Orissa ) , 

7th December, 1955. 


My dear Mr. Shah Nawaz Khan-, 

I am exceedingly sorry for not having replied 
to your letter earlier. 

I had given you my word that I would be glad to 
be on the Comnr’ttee and so was expecting confirmation 
of the same either from you or from some other source 
at Delhi. 

In your letter to Shri Haridas Mitre, you 
expected me in Delhi during the present period. I am 
sorry I will be late by a few days, as the whole of 
this house is expected to be taken by some department 
of this Government for a fairly long period, ks this 
will benefit me, I am remodelling this house so as to 
suit them well. My work here is almost finished and 
I wrote to Haridas yesterday that I could reach 
Calcutta on Sunday next, the 11th -'nstant. I shall 
be in Calcutta for only 2 or 3 days and so expect to 
be in Delhi by the 16th or 17th instant. Please 
communicate this piece of news to Sheila and Pradip, 
as I am not writing to them about it. 

I hope and trust all of you are doing well. I 

amwell. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Suresh C. ose. 
Mr. Shah Nawaz Khan, M.P., 

New Delhi. 


SECRET 



COPY NO. 


N?i. 10/CF/56. 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 


New Delhi, the 27th January, 1956, 


With reference to this Secretariat memorandum of even 


number dated the 19th January, 1956, regarding the deputation of 


Sarvashri ShahNawaz Khan, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Railways, Suresh Chandra Bose and R C K, Mitra, Home Secretary, 
West Bengal Government, to Japan, Indo-China (Saigon), Malaya 
and Thailand to investigate into the circumstances leading to the 
death of Shri Suthas Chandra Bcse, the undersigned is directed 
to inform Members of the Cabinet that the Prime Minister has been 
pleased to accord his approval to the proposal contained in the 
Summary dated the 16th January* 1956, from the Ministry of 
External Affairs, 




( A.S . Gill 5 

for Secretary co the Cabinet^ 


To 


All Members of the Cabinet, 


Copy forwarded to the Deputy Chairman, Planning 
Commission, for information. 


Two copies of the memorandum together with two copies 
of the summary from the Ministry of External Affairs, forwarded 
to the Secretary, Ministry of Finance (Deptt, of R & E) , for 
information. 


Copy forwarded to the Secretary to the President/the 
Private Secretary to the Vice-President/the Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister/the Principal Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, for information. 



( A.S. Gill ) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet, 


*ARQRA* 

35 copies 


Cct l A/<r» . 5.* 
' SECRET 


No. 10/ Cl 7 / 56. 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi, the 27th January, 1956* 


Subject*- Deputation of Sarvashree Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Suresh Chandra Bose *nd R.K. Mltra to Japan, 


Indo-China (Saigon) , Malaya and Thailand to 
make investigation into the circumstances 
leading to the death of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Bo se. 


Reference attached summary dated the 16th January, 1956 
from the Ministry of External Affairs on the above subject. 
The Cabinet has approved the proposal contained therein. 



( A. S. Gill ) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


To 


The Ministry of External Affairs 
(Shri T.N. Kaul) 


Telegrams : — 

" TRANSPORT 



n«r#i srv* 


D. 0.N0. 


confidentia l 
rtd L 

“MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT. 



New Delhi 

Date the 6th Feby: 195 6. 



My de ar Sukthanhar, 

I spoke to you the other 
day about the difficulties in the way of 
releasing R. K- Mitra who has just taken 
over as Chairman , Calcutta Fort Commissioners 
for joining the deputation to Tokyo in 
connection with the proposed enquiry into 
Netaji Subhas Bose's death. I have already 
mentioned these diff'culties to the 
External Affairs Ministry. I do hope that 

the Wast Bengal Government would see their 

*r 

way to nominate some other officer in place 


of Mitra. 


Yours sincerely, 
C N. M. Ayyar ) 


Shri Y. N. Sukthankar ,I.C .S. , 
Cabinet Secret c ry, 

Cabinet Secretariat, 

New Delhi. 


CONf IDENTIAL 




''f 


My dear Ayyar, 

Kindly refer to your D.O.ll/S/56 dated 6th February, 
1956, narked ’Confidential’. 1 have spoken to the 
Foreign Secretary , who informs me that there will be no 
objection to R.K. Mitra, now appointed as Chairman, 
Calcutta Fort Commissioners, being replaced by an*-^-' 
officer of the West Bengal Government, in the deputation 
proceeding to Tokyo In connection with the proposed 
enquiry into Netajl Subhas Bose's death. It is 
understood that that Government has already selected 
another officer to join the deputation. I have kept 
the Prime Minister informed, as the deputation in 
which Mitra was included, had already received the 
approval of the Cabinet. 


Yours sincerely. 




Shri N.M. Ayyar, ICS., 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Transport, 
New Belhi. 



D.O.No. 10/CF/56. 


Dated, the 14th April, 1956 


My dear Kaul, 

Will you kindly refer to your Memorandum No. F. 30(26) - 
FEA/55 dated the Sth April, 1956, regarding the deputation 
of a Committee of three persons to investigate into the 
circumstances leading to Sri Subhas Chandra Bose's death? 

• 

I am afraid it is not possible for us to submit 
this summary to the Cabinet .in its present form. In 
January, this year the Cabinet approved your Ministry's 
proposals regarding the deputation of a Committee of 
three persons to Japan, Indo-China (Saigon), Malaya and 
Thailand to investigate into the circumstances leading 
to the death of Sri Subhas Chandra Bose. It now appears that 
this Committee is holding Its sessions and examining witnesses 
in India. The approval of the Cabinet was for the deoutation 
of this Committee abroad. It is not necessary to obtain 
Cabinet's approval for setting up a local committee of 
investigation or to the expenses incurred on its functioning 
in India. Approval of the Cabinet would be necessary only 
if there is a change in the composition of the delegation, 
programme of deputation abroad, or sizable ibcrease in 
expenditure on that deputation. In this case the approval 
of the Cabinet will be necessary If the personal assistant 
to the Chairman of the Committee is to accompany him on his 
tour abroad. The Cabinet has also to be informed about the 
substitution of S’nri R.K. Mitra, Home Secretary, West Bengal 
Government by Shri S.N. Maitra, as a member of the Committee. 

Incidentally, I may also point out that the copies of 
the summary you have sent us are captioned 'Draft Summary 
to the Cabinet'. It should have been 'Summary for the Cabinet 1 
I am returning 34 copies of your note and request you to let 
us have a short self contained note for the Cabibet setting 
out clearly the points on which its approval is sought. 


Yours sincerely, 



Shri T.N. Kaul, I.C.S., 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New De Ihi . 


(F.A. Gopa Krishna n) 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


New Delhi (5), the ^b. ApJC.U 19 56 


«y dear Gopalakrishnan, 


Jp^f I 



i 

* 


Please refer to your d. o. letter No. 10/CF/56 of April 14th 
regarding the deputation abroad of a Committee to investigate 
into the circumstances leading to the alleged death of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

I am forwarding herewith a revised note for the Cabinet as 
desired. 

The Committee started its work in India from the 29th March, 1956, 
and after examining some witnesses from India and Pakistan, it will 
go abroad on the 26th April. The Committee's main enquiry is to be 
outside India but it was thought necessary to examine in India some 
of the witnesses, who are living in India and Pakistan. Approval 
of the Cabinet is sought to the change in the composition of the 
Committee and the sizable increase in the expenditure on its 
deputation. 

Cabinet's approval to these subsequent changes was not asked 
for earlier as the time at our disposal was very short. 

Yours sincerely, 



(T. N. Kaul) 

Shri P.A, Gopalakrishnan, ICS., 

Cabinet Secretariat, 

NEW DELHI. 


( A.S. Gill ) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


♦Galra* 

35 copies. 


SECRET 


No. 10/CP/ 56. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi, the 30th April, 1956. 


• • ##• 


The undersigned is directed to circulate to Members 
of the Cabinet, for information, a copy of a summary from the 
Ministry of External Affairs regarding the changes in the 
composition of a Committee going to Japan, Indo-China, Thailand 
to investigate into the circumstances leading to the alleged 
death of Shri Sub hash Chandra Bose. 

The Prime Minister has been pleased to accord his 
approval to the Proposal contained in the summary. 


% • 

( A.S. Gill ) 

for Secretary to the Cabinet. 


To 


All Members of the Cabinet. 

• • t 

Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, for information. 

• • • 

Two copies of the memorandum together with two copies 
of the enclosure forwarded to the Secretary, Ministry of 
Finance (D&ptt. of R & B) , for information. 

• • • 

Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Foreign Secretary, - for .information. 

#•( 

Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Secretary to the President/the Private Secretary to the 
Vlc.e-Pre si dent/the Special Assistant to the Prime Minister/the 
Principal Private Secretary to the Prime Minister, for 
information. 


( A.S. Gill ) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


♦Galra* 

35 copies. 


MOST IMMEDIATE 



Government of India, 
Ministry of External Affair; 




Cabinet Document No. 

• CD- Hb 56 


Ccpy No.. •_ 


Summary for the Ca binet .. 


Subject:- Deputation to Japan, Indo-CUina 
Thailand, of a Committee to make 
investigation into the circum- 
stances leading to the alleged 
death of Shri Subhash Chandra 
Bose. 



Approval of the Cabinet to the note placed 
below was conveyed in the Cabinet Secretariat Memorandum 
No. 10/CF/56 dated 27-1-1966 in connection with the 
appointment of the Committee to investigate into the 
circumstances leading to the alleged death of Shri 
Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. Since then the following changes have taken 

place: 

(a) The services of Snri R.K. Mitra , Home 
Secretary, West Bengal Government, could not be made 
available for working on the Committee. In his place, 

Shri S.N. Maitra, I.C.S. , Chief Commissioner, Andamans, 
has been appointed as a Member of the Committee. 

(b) It w e s felt necessary that the Committee 
should be provided with an Assistant-cum-Stenographer . 
Shri R. Dayal, Personal Assistant to Shri Shah Nawaz 
Khan, has been appointed to work with the Committee as a 
Stenographer and Keeper of the Committee^ records and 
papers and accompany the Committee abroad. 

(c) When the Cabinet had agreed to this 
Ministry* s proposal to the deputation abroad of the 
Committee, the expenditure was shown to be rupees 18,000/- 


ccntd — 2 


A*'" 

g 

Now it is expected to be about rupees 31,500/-/" The 
Ministry of Finance have agreed to this increased 
expenditure. The additional expenditure has been 
necessitated on the following itemss- 


i) D.A. to Shri Shah Nawaz Khan Rs.700/ 

@ Rs.20/- per day for five weeks. 

(He was given a daily allowance of Rs*20/- 
a day while he was working previously 
as Chairman of the Railway Accidents 
Enqhiry Committee. On this basis he 
has been sanctioned this allowance now.) 


ii) Cost of travelling and daily allowance 

witnesses in India and in foreign Rs. 6,000/- 

countries. 


iii) Compensatory allowance to Shri 

Suresh Chandra Bose. Rs. 1,050/- 

at Rs.30/- per day( for five weeks) 

( Being a non-official he was not 
in - receipt of any pay or 
allowance so it was necessary to 
give him a compensatory allowance 
to enable him to meet miscellaneous 
items of cost while abroad.) 

iv) Air passage ( Tourist Class ) and Rs. 4500/- 
D.A. to the Personel 4ssistant(ad-hoc) 

v) Entertainment allowance to the 

Committee to enable them to return 
hospitality. Rs. 1,000/- 


Total: 

Roughly 


Rs. 13,250/-' 

13,500/- 


Approval of the Cabinet is required to the changes 
in composition of the Committee and to the increased 

ij l 

expenditure as stated above. The/Minister for External 
Affairs has approved the proposal and the Ministry of 
Finance have concurred. 



( T.N . Kaul ) 
Joint Secretary. 


G. P.25/4 


Government of India, 
Ministry of External affairs. 


Draft Summary of the Cabinet. 

Subject; Deputation to Japan, Ind o-Ciiina( Sa igon > » 
Malaya (Singapore and Thailand (Bangkok) 
of a Committee of three persons to 
make investigation into tne circumstances 
leading to the death of Seri Subhash 
Chandra Cose. _ 

The report that Shri Subhrsh CJuiad r-e 
uose died as a result of an air crash near 
Taihoku (Formosa) on tne 18th .August, 1945 was 
not believed to be absolutely true by a section 
of the public. Shri S.A.Aiyer, formerly a Miniate* 
in the Aznd hind Government, visited Japan some 
time in May 1951 and verified the story of 
Shri Subhash Chandra Bose's death. He submitted 
a detailed report of his enquiry to the trime Minister 
wlt.i photographs and some <iooume»ts signed by some 
Japanese people. 

In reply to a question in Parliament 

a resume of this report was placed* on the Table 

*• 

of tne douse on^/t,he 5th March 1952. Government 
believe that this report of Shri &.A«Aiyur is 
a fairly convincing account and proof of £hri 
death. 

% 

However, a certain section of the people 
as well as a few Member.s of Parliament continue to 
express doubt about the truth of Shri Subhosh 
Chandra Lose* s death as well as of the genuineness 
of the ashes lying in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo. 
Questions on ti.is subject continue to be asked in 
both Houses of tne Parliament. Government, 
therefore, propose to appoint a Committee of three 
persons who will visit TcMcyo and o-tb&r pla-oe-a. 

e.t.c . 






relevant to the investigation and institute an 
enquiry into the circumstances of theZdecth. The 
Committee will consist of Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Lailways* 
Shri Suresh Chandra Lose, brother of the late 
Shri Subhash Chandra Bose, and Shri R.K* Mitra, 
home Secretary, Wst Bengal Government. Shri Suresh 
Cnandra Bose has agreed to serve on the Committee 
and the Chief Minister of West Bengal has agreed 
to lend the services of Shri R.K. Mitra. It is 
estimated that t ne Committee will require about 5 
weeks to complete the enquiry. The expenditure i« 
expected to be about Ls, 18,000/-. 


The Minister for External .affairs has 


approved the proposal. The Ministries of Finance 
and dome affairs have also concurred, approval 
of the Cabinet is now solicited. 





t 


# 



Joint Secretary to the Government of India# 


Kncl ; nil , 
Jolly. 16.1/ S 




SECRET 

No, 10/ CF/ 56 . 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi, the 14 th June, 1956, 


Under sub-rule 1(a) of Rule III of the Rules of Procedure 
the undersigned is directed to circulate to Members of the 
Cabinet, for an expression Of opinion, a copy of a note from 
olie Ministry of External Affairs regarding the extension of the 
period of deputation of the Committee appointed to investigate 
into the alleged death of Shri Su’chas Chandra Bose, 

If no comments are received by 10 A,M, on Wednesday 
tile 20th June, 1956, it will be assumed that Members of the 
Cabinet approve the proposal contained in the note. 



( A.S. Gill ) 

for Secretary to the Cabinet, 


To 


All Members of the Cabinet, 


Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, for information. 


Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Secretary to the President/ the Private Secretary to the 
Vice-Presiden t/the Special Assistant to the Prime Minister/ 
the Principal Private Secretary to the Prime Minister, for 
information. 



( A.S. Gill ) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet, 


*AHUJ A 1 
§5 copies. 




eCRs r 




<.4 




cabmcb lyocunieat £<•» 

CD - 4 6.5 1 56 


Copy No.....'. ...».• 


' •** ,c \<V . No.D.2786-FEA/56. 

JA(/m ’ Government of India, 

«. -Vi "V Ministry of External Affairs. 

New Delhi, the 9 th June, 1956. 


NOTE FOR THE CABINET 


Subject:- Deputation to Japan, Indo-China, Thailand of a 

Committee to make investigation into the alleged 
death of Shri Subhash Chandra Bose. 


It was assumed that the Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose Enquiry Committee which started its function with 
effect from the 29th March 1956 would be able to complete 
its investigation in five weeks. A total amount of 
Rs.31,500/- has already been approved by the Cabinet to 
meet the extended expenditure. The Committee after having 
worked for sometime, consider that it will take a longer 

rjn . / 

time than it was initially anticipated and expects to submit 
its report by the 30th June 1956, if it is not delayed due 
to unforeseen reasons. In view of this an extension of the 
life of the Committee till 30th June 1956 and the additional 
expenditure involved, as indicated below, has to be 
sanctioned : 


i) 

D.A. to three members of the Committee 
for additional 10 days abroad. 

Rs. 

2,190/- 

2) 

D.A. to P.A. to the Chairman for 
additional 10 days abroad. 

Rs, 

550/- 

3) 

Extra D.A. @ Rs,20/- per day to Shri 
Shah Nawaz Khan for additional one 
month, viz. May, 1956. 

Ks, 

. 620/- 

4) 

Compensatory allowance to Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose for two months, viz. May 
and June, 1956. 

Rs, 

1,830/- 

5) 

Other unknown charges. 

Rs. 

1 , 310 /- 


Total.- Rs. 

5,500/- 


This will raise thq total expenditure 

to Rs.38,000/-. 


Approval of the Cabinet is, therefore, 

required (i) to 

the 

extension of the life of the Committee 

till 30th June 

1956 

and (ii) to the additional expenditure 

of Rs. 6 

,500/- as 


stated above. The Deputy Minister for External Affairs has 


approved the proposal and the Ministry of Finance have 
concurred. 



hatnagar 

06 / 


The Cabinet Secretariat, 
„ New Delhi. 


(Y.K. Puri) 
Joint Secretary. 


COPY NO. 


(V 

\ l 


— 

/b a a-VC fO—L 

' SECRET 

No.lO/CF/56. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi, the 20th June, 1956. 

4 

•••• A - \ 

/|y^/r 

With reference to this Secretariat memorandum of 
even number dated the 14th June, 1956, regarding the extension 
of the period of deputation of the Committee appointed to 
investigate into the alleged death of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the undersigned is directed to inform Members of the Cabinet 
that the Prime Minister has been pleased to accord his approval 
to the proposal contained in the note dated the 9th June, 1956, 
from the Ministry of External Affairs, 






(A.S. Gill) 

for Secretary to the Cabinet. 


To 


All members of the Cabinet. 


Copy forwarded to the Deputy Chairman, Planning 
Commission, for information. 


Two copies of the memorandum together with two copies 
of the note from the Ministry of External Affairs, forwarded to 
the Secretary, Ministry of Fi na nee ( Dept t . of R & E) , for 
information. 


Copy forwarded to the Secretary to the President/the 
Private Secretary to the Vice-President/the Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister/the Principal Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, for information. 


Under 



Se^ref ary^ihPthe Cabinet 




* Galra* 

35 copies* 


f 'VV' 


smM 

No. 10/CF/56. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ' 
i CABINET SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi, the 30th JUne, 1956. 



(} Subject:* Extension of the period of deputation 
of the Committee appointed to 
investigate into the alleged death 
of $iri subhas Chandra Bose. 

mmmam 

t u ) 

Reference attached note dated the 9th June, 

3956, fratt the Ministry of External Affairs on the 

m 

above subject. The Cabinet has approved the proposal 

contained therein. 

v 

i / 



>•) ! 

/To 





, -s 4 ^ • *1 1 

(A. S» Gill) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet 


Hie Ministry of External/ Affairs 
( Shri Y.K. Puri). 



A 



MOST IMMEDIATE 


. M 0 . Wt 


No. 5 2 /CM/5 6 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CA3INET SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi, the 8th September, 1956, 


The following will constitute an additional item 
of the agenda for the meeting of the Cabinet to be held at 
5 p.m. tomorrow ,, the 9th September . 1956, in the Cabinet 

Rashtrapati Bhayan ; " 

Subject 


Report of the Netaji Subhas ( Prime Minister ) 

Chandra Bose Enquiry Committee 

(Paper attached) 


'V) 

tS * Ttegharan) 

for Secretary to the Cabinet. 


To 


All Members of the Cabinet. 


Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, for information. 


Copy with a copy of the enclosureforwarded to the 
Secretary to the President/the Private Secretary to the 
Vice -President /the Special Assistant to the Prime Minister/ 
the Principal PrivateSecretary to the Prime Minister. 



(S. Raghavan) 

fcr Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


Copy with a copy of the enclosure forwarded to the 
Foreign Secretary, for information. 


for 






(3. Raghavan) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet, 


*SHARMA* 

35 copies. 




SECRET 


CD* 


7 77 ,* 56 


Copy No. 


3* 


K.25(4.)NG0 

GOVERNMENT OP IND_„ 
MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL APPAIRS, 



Dated New Delhi the 6th Sept. 1956. 


MEMORANDUM. 


Subject:- Report of the Neta.ii Subhas Chandra 
Bose Enquiry Committee. 


The undersigned is directed to forward for the infor- 
mation of the Cabinet 35 copies of the majority report of the 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Committee. 


2. The Committee was appointed by the Government of 

India in Notification No. P. 30( 26 )PEA/55 dated the ^th 
April, 1956, with directions: 


per. unV, 


/'V-O 


1 ^ 


/TV 

?l 1 



"To enquire into and to report to the Govern' 
ment of India on the circumstances concern- 
ing the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bo^e from Bangkok about the 16th August, 
1945, his alleged death as a result of an 
aircraft accident , and subsequent develop- 
ments connected therewith." 



Its members, consisting of 

(i) Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, M.P. , Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Railways and 
Transport ; 

(ii) Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, elder brother 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; and 




(iii) Shri S.N. Maitra, I.C.S., formerly Chief 
Commissioner, Andamans and Nicobar; 


ssembled 


in New Delhi early in April, 1956, and decided to 


meet and interrogate as many persons as possible with 



actual or supposed knowledge of the last days of the 
Indian Independence movement in the Par East and of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in particular. They also decided 
that it would be necessary to peruse books and articles 
about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and to study the secret 
intelligence reports prepared immediately after the war. 


4. 


Accordingly, the Committee examined ten witnesses 


w 
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in New Delhi between the 4-th and 17th April. They then 


proceeded to Calcutta, where they examined 14 witnesses. 
They also examined the following witnesses at different 
places: 


Bangkok 

Saigon 

Tourane 

Tokyo 

Calcutta (again) 
New Delhi ( " ) 


4 witnesses 
2 
1 

32 

1 

3 


making a total of 67 witnesses in all. 


5. The Committee re-assembled in Delhi in the middle 
of June. The members compared and discussed the evidence 
of witnesses whom they had personally interviewed and took 
into consideration the evidence from other sources. The 
3 members of the Committee then arrived at certain broad 
conclusions and unanimously agreed that the report should 
be written on the basis of these conclusions. These were 
summarised in a list entitled "Principal Points agreed to 
for draft Report - dated 30.6.56", This was signed by 
all the 3 members of the Committee, 

6. The present report, however, is only signed by 2 
members, Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri Maitra. The third 
member, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, seems to have subsequent- 
ly changed his mind and suddenly left New Delhi for Calcutta 
without any notice to the other two members. Thereafter 

he refused to come to New Delhi in spite of urgent requests 
from the Chairman or to collaborate with his colleagues. 

He did not even indicate any intention of submitting an 
independent Report or a note of dissent. There was there- 
fore no alternative left to the two other members but to 
submit a report of their own to Government. 
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7. Briefly, the conclusions of the majority are as 

follows: About the spring of 1945 the defeat of the 

Axis Powers became likely, and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
began thinking of the future activities of himself on the 
one hand, and of the Indian Independence League and the 
Indian National Army on the other. As regards himself, 
he decided to leave South East Asia and to take refuge in"' 
Russia, whence, in due course, he could re-emerge and 
continue the struggle for India's freedom against the 
British. As regards the Indian Independence League and 
the Indian National Army, he appeared to be undecided and 
desired to consult with hfs allies, the Japanese, before 
imparting final instructions. 

8. With a view to implementing these intentions he 
left Bangkok on the 17th August, 1945, for Saigon, whence 
he had been promised passages for himself and 6 companions 
by a Tokyo-bound Japanese military plane. 

9. At Saigon, however, there was a serious dis- 
appointment: only two passages in an Air Force bomber 

were offered by the Japanese Military Command, which, as 
a consequence of Japan's surrender to the Allies on the 
15th August, 1945, found itself short of air transport. 
After some discussion Netaji found himself obliged to 
accept the 2 passages offered, and with the approval of 
his companions selected Col. Habibur Rehman to accompany 
him. Netaji and Col. Rehman accordingly took off for 
Tokyo by the bomber about 5.00 p.m. on the 17th August, 
1945. 

10. Apart from Netaji and Col. Rehman the bomber 
included 6 Japanese Service Officers as passengers, and 
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a crew of 5 or 6 persons. 

1 1 . The bomber landed for the night at Tourane on the 
Indo-China coast at about 7.30 p.m. , and took to the air 
again with the same inmates at 5.00 a.m. the next morning. 
The next brief stop was at Taihoku in Formosa in the early 
afternoon of 18th August, 1945. While taking off from 
Taihoku later in the afternoon, however, the propeller and 
the port side engine of the bomber which appears to have 
been defective even from the start, suddenly dropped out, 
with the result that the plane immediately crashed about 
50 metres off the run-way and burst into flames. Suffer- 
ing from severe burns Netaji was carried into the Taihoku 
Military Hospital, where after some hours he passed away. 

12. Two days later, on the 20th, his body was cremated 
in the Taihoku Crematorium. His ashes were collected 

and temporarily kept in the Nishi (West) .Honganji Temple 
in that city until the 7th September, 1945? when they were 
flown to Tokyo. There they have since been lying in the 
Renkoji Temple. 

13. The members of the Committee also discussed and 
briefly recorded their views about the treasure taken 
with him by Netaji during his last trip. Those were that 
while leaving Bangkok Netaji took with him, evidently for 
his future political activities, two leather suit cases 
filled with gold ornaments and jewellery. These were 
burnt in the plane crash at Taihoku. A portion of the 
contents were however salvaged by the Japanese Military 
authorities, and after many vicissitudes some or the whole 
of the salvaged portion has been brought to New Delhi and 
housed in the National Museum in the Rashtrapati Bhavan. 
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The majority report of the Committee is placed 
before the Cabinet for its information. If Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose later submits a report or a Note of Dissent, 
it will be considered by the Ministry. Meanwhile, Prime 
Minister proposes to place the majority report before the 
Parliament during its current session. 

15. The report recommends that Netaji's ashes, which 
have been in Tokyo for now 11 years, should be brought to 
India in a befitting manner and interred with a suitable 
monument over them. 

In deciding this question regard has to be paid to 
the feelings of the members of his family in this matter. 
It would be most unfortunate if a controversy arose over 
what should be a sacred ceremony. If there is risk of 
such a controversy, it would be best to leave the question 
of bringing over the ashes to India for future considera- 
tion, 

16. Prime Minister agrees with the views expressed in 
this note. 

(S. DUTT) 

Foreign Secretary. 

Sri Y. N. Sukthankar, I.C.S., 

Secretary , 

Cabinet Secretariat, 

NEW DELHI. 


Enclos : 


SECRET 



' 1 % 


No* 52 /CM/56 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 


IMMEDIATE. 


New Delhi, the 11th September, 1956. 


• • • • 


The Secretary to the Cabinet presents his compliments 
to the Minister of 

and has the honour to enclose a draft copy of the minutes 
of the Cabinet meeting held on Sunday, the 9th September, 
1956. 

If no comments are received by 10 A.M. on Thursday, 
the 1 3th September, 1956, the draft will be submitted to 
the Prime Minister for approval. 

• * 

( A.S. Gill ) 

for Secretary to the Cabinet* 

To 

All Members of the Cabinet (except the Ministers of 

Communications and Health). 


Copy with a copy of the enclosures forwarded to the 
Ministers of Communications and Health, for information* 

Copy with a copy of the enclosures forwarded to the 
Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, for information* 

• •it 

Copy with a copy of the enclosures forwarded to the 
Secretary to the President /the Private Secretary to the 
Vi ce-P re si dent /the Special Assistant to the Prime Minister/ 
the Principal Private Secretary to the Prime Minister* 


HCs _ 

( A.S. Gill ) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet* 


P.T.O. 


Advance copy of the draft minutes forwarded to*- 

Deputy Minister of Production (Case No* 238/52/56). 
Minister of Revenue & Civil I 

Expenditure. j[ \ 

Minister of Revenue & Defencel (Case No. 239/52/5 6). 

Expenditure* 5 
Deputy Minister of Finance. I 
Secretary, Ministry of 

Production. (Case No. 238/52/56). 
Secretary, Ministry of Finance. 

(Department of E .A.) • (Case No. 239/52/56). 


♦MEHTA* 


45 copies. 


SECRET 


COPY NO 


OJh 


MEETING OF THE CABINET HELD ON 

SUNDAY. !fHE 9TH SEPTEMBER. f956 . 

AT '5 P.M. 


Case No, 236/52/56. REPORT OF TIE NETAJI 

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

ENQUIRY COMMIT EE. 


PRESENT 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister* 

Maulana Abul Kalam Asad, Minister of Education and 

Natural Resources & Scientific Research# 

Shri Govind Ballabh Pant, Minister of Home Affairs & 

Heavy Industries# 

Shri Gulzarilal Nanda, Minister of Planning and 

Irrigation & Power# 

Dr# Kailas Nath Katju, Minister of Defence* 

Shri T.T. Krishnamachari, Minister of Finance and 

Iron & Steel* 

Shri C.C. Biswas, Minister of Law & Minority Affairs* 

Shri Lai Bahadur Shastri, Minister of Railways & 

Transport* 

Sardar Swaran Singh, Minister of Works, Housing & Supply 

and Commerce & Consumer Industrie; 
Shri K.C. Reddy, Minister of Production* 

Shri Ajit Prasad Jain, Minister of Food & Agriculture* 

Shri Khandubhai K# Desai, Minister of Labour. 

Shri V.K. Krishna Menon, Minister Without Portfolio* 


ALSO PRESENT 


Shri V.T. 
Professor 


Krishnamachari, Deputy Chairman, Planning 

Commission* 

P*C* Mahalanobis, Honorary Statistical 

Adviser to the Cabinet# 


SECRETARIAT 


Shri Y.N. Sukthankar* 
Shri P*A. Gopalkrishnan* 


The Cabinet approved the proposal contained in para 1 4 
of the External Affairs Ministry’s summary dated 6th September, 
1956. It was also agreed that the question of bringing over 
Netaji’s ashes to India might be left for future consideration* 


* MEHTA* 

50 copies* 
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SECRET 


COPY NO. 


No* 5 2/ CM/56. 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 

New Delhi, the 17th September, 1956. 

* r 

S ~ 

The minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on the 9th 

September, 1956, relating to the cases noted below, and 

iX’ 

circulated with this Secretariat's memorandum No,52/CM/56, 
dated the 11th September, 1956, have been approved by the 
Prime Minister subject to the amendment in case No. 239/52/56. 
Case No. 236/52/56 - 


Case No. 237/52/56 - 


Case No. 238/52/56 - 

Case No. 239/52/56 - 


for Secretary to the Cabinet. 
To 

All Members of the Cabinet. 


Copy forwarded to the Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, 
for information. 


Copy forwarded to the Secretary to the President/the 
Private Secretary to the Vice-President/the Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister/the Principal Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister, for information. 


Report of the Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose Enquiry Committee. 

(1) P.M.'s visit to Saudi 
Arabia, 

(2) Suez Negotiations, 

Coal Corporation. 

Recent trends in prices. 

On page 3, fa? the words 
"submit its views" occuirlng 
in the second line, read 
,r submit reports on them". 


MO, 

(A.S. Gill) 



• « 

(A.S. Gill) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


P.T.O. 
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Final approval communicated to the following in regard 
to the cases mentioned against each*- 

Deputy Minister of Production. (Case No. 238/52/56). 

Minister of Revenue & Civil Expenditure. 6 

Minister of Revenue & Defence Expenditure} (Case No. 239/52/56). 

. Deputy Minister of Finance. 8 

Copy of the final minutes relating to the cases shown 
against each forwarded to i- 

Minister c*f Defence Organisation. 0 eases ^ # 

Minister of Natural Resources 8 * 

• . ... 4 

Minister in the Ministry of External Affairs. 8 (Case Nos. 236/52^56 
Deputy Minister of External Affairs. 5 and 237/52/56). 

Minister in the Ministry of Home Affairs .(Case No. 236/52/56). 

Foreign Secretary 8 (c*se N os 2 36/52/56 & 237/52/56). 

Commonwealth Secretary 5 

Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. (Case No. 236/52/56). 
Secretary, Ministry of Production. 8 (Case Nos. 238/52/56 & 
Joint Secretary, Planning Commission 8 239/52/56). 

Secretary, Ministry of Finance 0 

(Department of E.A. ) 8 -» 

Secretary, Ministry of Food & Agriculture. 8 
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce & Consumer} 

Industries. 5 (Case No. 239/52/56). 
Secretary, Ministry of Heavy Industries, 6 

Secretary, Ministry of Finance 8 

(Department of Expenditure). 8 

Secretary, Ministry of Finance 8 

(Department of Revenue). 8 


“RAJPUT” 

45 copies. 


* 




